
WHAT IF MY ABUSER
VIOLATES THE PFA? The Pennsylvania

Protection From
Abuse Act

HOW CAN A DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE ADVOCATE
HELP ME?

What you say to a domestic
violence program advocate stays
between you and the advocate.
Except for mandatory child abuse
reporting, all information
exchanged in the course of your
relationship with the advocate is
confidential.  This is so you can
speak freely about your
circumstances and plan for your
future safety.  This service is free.
You can reach a domestic
violence advocate anywhere in
the country by calling 1(800) 799-
7233. Local and toll free numbers
of Pennsylvania programs are
listed in this brochure.

Adams (800) 787-8106
Allegheny (888) 299-HOPE

(412) 364-5556
(412) 678-4616
(412) 687-8005

Armstrong (800) 841-8881
Beaver (877) 629-1841
Bedford (800) 555-5671
             TTY (888) 817-9660
Berks (610) 372-9540
         Español (610) 372-7463
Blair (800) 500-2849
Bradford (570) 265-9109
Bucks (800) 220-8116
Butler (800) 400-8551
Cambria (800) 999-7406
Cameron (814) 486-0952
Carbon (800) 424-5600
Centre (877) 234-5050
Chester (888) 711-6270
             TTY (610) 431-7262
Clarion (800) 992-3039
Clearfield (800) 598-3998
Clinton (570) 748-9509
Columbia (800) 544-8293
Crawford (888) 881-0189
Cumberland (800) 852-2102
Dauphin (800) 654-1211
Delaware (610) 565-4590
Elk (814) 772-1227
Erie (814) 438-2675

(814) 454-8161
Fayette (724) 439-9500
Forest (800) 338-3460
Franklin (800) 621-6660
Fulton (800) 621-6660
Greene (800) 791-4000
Huntingdon (814) 643-1190
Indiana (800) 435-7249
Jefferson (800) 598-3998
Juniata (717) 242-2444
Lackawanna (570) 346-4671
             TTY (570) 346-4671

Lancaster (717) 299-1249
Lawrence (724) 652-9036
Lebanon (717) 273-7190
Lehigh (610) 437-3369
Luzerne (800) 424-5600
             TTY (570) 823-5853
Lycoming (800) 326-8483
McKean (888) 822-6325
Mercer (888) 981-1457
            TTY  (724) 981-1457
Mifflin (717) 242-2444
Monroe (570) 421-4200
Montgomery (800) 642-3150

(800) 773-2424
         Korean  (215) 886-8725
Montour (800) 544-8293
Northampton (610) 437-3369
Northumberland
                      (800) 850-7948
Perry (800) 852-2102
Philadelphia (866) 723-3014
Pike (570) 296-HELP
Potter (877) 334-3136
Schuylkill (800) 282-0634
Snyder (800) 850-7948
Somerset (800) 999-7406
Sullivan (800) 894-3706
Susquehanna (570) 346-4671
             TTY (570) 346-4671
Tioga (800) 550-0447
                      (888) 842-8460
Union (800) 850-7948
Venango (800) 243-4944
                      (888) 842-8460
Warren          (800) 338-3460
Washington   (800) 791-4000
Wayne           (800) 698-4VIP
Westmoreland
                      (888) 832-2272
Wyoming      (570) 836-5544
York              (800) 262-8444
Area codes (800), (866) and
(888) are toll free.

Pennsylvania Domestic Violence Programs
24-hour Hotlines

In most cases you should call the
police immediately.  While the
police cannot arrest the abuser for
violating financial provisions,
they can and should arrest the
abuser for violating other terms of
your order (for instance, stay-
away or no-contact provisions.)
Be aware that the abuser may be
released shortly after arrest for a
violation and you should consider
talking to a domestic violence
advocate or counselor about the
steps you need to take to maintain
your safety.

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence
6400 Flank Drive, Suite 1300

Harrisburg, PA 17112
Phone: 1(800) 537-2238

www.pcadv.org
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The judge will consider your requests and
may grant or deny all or some of them.

♦ You can ask the judge to order the
abuser to stop threatening, abusing,
harassing or stalking you and your
children.

♦ You can ask the judge to have the
abuser evicted from your joint home or
excluded from your residence.

♦ You can request your new address or
location be held as confidential and not
released.

♦ You can ask the judge for temporary
custody of your children.

♦ You can ask for temporary child or
spousal support as well as other
reimbursements of out of pocket
expenses that were caused by the
abusive acts of the abuser.

♦ You can ask the judge to order the
abuser not to have contact with you or
your children, or family members.

♦ You can also ask that the abuser not
contact you at work or school.

♦ You can ask the court to order the
abuser to turn over weapons to the
sheriff.

♦ You can ask the judge to order any
other appropriate relief, for instance,
requesting the return of your pet, car
keys, important papers, etc.

WHAT IS A PROTECTION
FROM ABUSE ORDER (PFA)?

A PFA is an order that protects
you and your children from your
abuser.  It is a civil order that
you file on your own behalf
against a family or household
member who is abusing you.

WHO CAN OBTAIN A PFA?

The law states that a victim of
abuse may file a PFA against a
family or household member.
However the phrase “family or
household member” is defined to
include relationships that are hard
to get away from.  Here are some
examples of relationships that
qualify as family and household
members for the purposes of the
PFA Act:
• Spouses
• Ex-spouses
• Persons who have lived as

spouses
• Parents and children
• Persons related by blood or

marriage, including siblings
• Current or former sexual or

intimate partners, which may
include dating relationships

• Same sex couples
The PFA Act was not intended to
cover abuse by a stranger or a
roommate.

A victim of abuse may file a
PFA against an intimate partner
or a family member. Here are
some examples of relationships
that qualify as family and
household members for the
purposes of the PFA Act:
• Spouses and ex-spouses
• Persons who have lived as

spouses
• Parents and children
• Persons related by blood or

marriage, including siblings
• Current or former sexual or

intimate partners, which
may include dating
relationships

• Same sex couples
The PFA Act does not cover
abuse by a stranger or a
roommate.

Every county has a different process for a
victim to get a PFA.  Please call your local
domestic violence program for information
about your county process and the rights
you may have as a victim of crime or
abuse. What follows is a general
description of the process for securing a
PFA in most Pennsylvania counties.
The PFA Order process usually starts by
filing a paper called a petition at the local
county court house. The petition is how
you tell the court why you feel you need
protection.  The petition describes the
abuse you have suffered and the protection
you want from the court. The courthouse
has people who must help you fill out the
petition, and give you information in
English and Spanish about where you can
get more legal help.  After you complete
your petition, the court will read it and may
ask you questions. The abuser is not
present during this proceeding.
The judge will either grant you a temporary
PFA and set a hearing date or will deny the
temporary PFA and schedule a hearing
within 10 business days.  The defendant
will get a copy of the papers you filed. At
the 10-day hearing you may receive a Final
PFA.  You may be required to testify about
the things you wrote in your petition. The
PFA granted at this hearing may be
effective for up to 18 months. After May 9,
2006, your PFA may be effective for up to
36 months.

HOW DO I GET A PFA? WHAT CAN I ASK FOR IN THE PFA?
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